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With glum faces Parliament, frustrated in its first my against
Mary, went forward with the second. It was drastic enough. The
bill recited Mary's offences and called on Elisabeth not to bear
the sword of justice in vain, but hereafter, when opportunity
served, to punish her as she deserved. It took away her imagined
title and interest in the English throne, making it a treasonable
offence to advocate it, and provided for Mary's trial by English
peers in case she plotted against the Queen in future. Even
more: it made her responsible for any insurrection in her favour
and legalised lynch law against her in such an event, This last
clause aroused misgivings in the mind of one member at least
It may have been modified, though probably not: we do not
know,

The act passed both Houses, It had been adopted as the milder
alternative solely in deference to Elizabeth's personal feelings,
but when it came before her on the closing day of the session for
the royal assent, she vetoed it, To calm the minds of members,
she added to her many gracious words a request that they would
construe her veto, given in the traditional form - La rojns
iddmm - literally; she neither assented nor rejected, But what
comfort was that? They saw that Elizabeth could not bring
herself even to this measure of severity against Mary, "The
monstrous and huge dragon' was to be left untouched